
English Statement of Intent 
 

It is our intent that all children at Ocklynge learn to love reading and choose to read for pleasure. Not only do we aim to  
ensure that we equip children with the skills and knowledge to read fluently and comprehend texts independently, we also 

aspire to develop a passion for reading that will last children a life-time. By exposing children to a broad range of high-quality 
texts, children learn not just how to read, but learn why reading is a pleasurable and meaningful activity. In line with the  

National Curriculum (2014), children learn reading skills using a variety of engaging, inclusive teaching and learning strategies, 
so that children are able to engage meaningfully with quality texts in English lessons, in their own independent reading and 

across the curriculum. 
 

Reading is at the heart of our school because it enables children to access and make progress in all areas of the curriculum. 
Furthermore, reading develops children’s imagination, spoken language, verbal reasoning skills, vocabulary and cultural  

capital. More importantly, children who are critical, confident readers are more likely to become successful, healthy, happy 
and well-educated global citizens. In line with the National Curriculum (2014), our English curriculum exposes children to our 
rich and varied literary heritage, providing a balance between classic fiction as well as engaging, modern and exciting texts, 

ranging from picture books to novels. 
At Ocklynge, we recognise the link between reading and writing. We aim for all children to become confident, proficient and 
fluent writers who can write for a range of audiences and purposes. Our goal is for children to be able to draft, write and edit 
writing, displaying a mastery of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Above all, children enjoy writing because they appreciate 

that it enables them to convey their ideas express their creativity and develop their imaginations.  



In narratives, children learn to describe  

settings, characters and atmosphere, and 

use dialogue to convey character.  

Children’s writing is increasingly cohesive 

and shows a much greater awareness for 

their audience.  

Children learn the full range of 
punctuation, including colons, 
semi-colons and hyphens. They 
will also select grammatical  
structure appropriately, including 
use of the passive voice and 
modal verbs. 

Children are now analysing 

extracts and longer texts. 

They comment on the differ-

ent structures, use of lan-

guage and themes linking to 

other texts they have read. 

Children learn to join their 

handwriting and are taught 

discrete English skills, such 

as the correct use of  

Indefinite articles and how 

to use a dictionary.  

Children that are not yet fluent 

readers are taught phonics daily 

using Read, Write Inc. Children 

that can read fluently are  

introduced to our VIPERS  

acronym and apply higher-order 

reading skills to discuss their  

understanding of challenging 

texts.  

In year 4, the vast majority of  

children can read fluently. Children 

continue to apply VIPERS skills to 

more challenging texts and learn 

to write in greater detail by  

selecting language with greater 

awareness for their reader.  

Children examine how au-

thors use punctuation and 

are taught to use inverted 

commas for speech,  

apostrophes for contractions 

and singular possession, 

while also consolidating 

punctuation taught in years 

one and two.  

Children continue to  
consolidate punctuation 
learned in previous years 
and learn to use apostrophes 
for plural possession,  
commas to separate clauses 
and for fronted adverbial 
phrases.  

Children read a range of so-
phisticated texts that deal with 
challenging subject matter. 
while using these texts as in-
spiration and models for their 

own writing.  

Children can use dictionaries 
and thesauruses independently 
to check their spellings and to 
improve their writing.  

When children leave Ocklynge, they are 
passionate, proficient and fluent readers 
and writers who enjoy English because 
they appreciate that it enables them to  
convey their ideas, express their creativity 
and develop their imaginations.  

Children learn further prefixes and  
suffixes and continue to distinguish  
between homophones and other words 
which are often confused. They are 
taught to write with fluency, selecting 
when to leave letters  
unjoined  in order to  
provide clarity.  

Using their reading, children plan, 
draft and edit their writing,  
considering carefully the purpose 
and audience. Many will also 
have the freedom to choose their 
purpose and audience in order to 
apply their skills and use their 
reading in their writing. 

Children read 

narratives that are structured in 

different ways and learn to use 

these  

structures to create their own 

Children learn to edit and proof 

read both their own writing and 

other children’s and are now 

familiar with a range of  

prefixes, suffixes and  

homophones to support their 

spelling. 

In year 5, children maintain 
their enthusiasm for reading by  
increasing their familiarity with 
a wide range of books,  
including myths, traditional  
stories, modern fiction and  
fiction from our literary  
heritage. 

Children continue to learn increasingly 

complex prefixes and suffixes and use 

their knowledge of morphology and 

etymology to work out the meanings of 

unfamiliar words.  

Children continue to learn 

to write for a wide range of audiences in 

order to  

Inform, persuade or entertain their  

reader. Children’s cursive handwriting is 

now more fluent and children can write 

Children read and write for 

a range of audiences and 

purposes and learn how to  

organise their writing using  

paragraphs, headings,  

subheadings and other  

organisational  

features.  By examining quality texts,  

children learn to extend their  

sentences using conjunctions, 

adverbial phrases and noun 

phrases for description.  

Children are now able to  
organise their writing into  
paragraphs independently and 
are able to use a range of 
presentational devices to guide 
their reader, such as going on 
to a new line to indicate that a 
new speaker is talking in  
narratives and using  
subheadings and fact boxes in 
non-fiction without prompting. 

Children are now familiar with a 
range of text types and have a 
depth and breadth of language 
and vocabulary. They are now 
given more freedom to adapt 
their writing to suit the needs 
of an audience. For example, 
children learn how to  
recognise bias in newspapers 
and write about events from 
differing perspectives.  

Children develop positive atti-
tudes to reading by listening to 
and  
discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays and non-fiction.  
Children learn to draw inferences 
from characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives and justify 
their ideas using evidence from 
increasingly complex texts.  

Children are able to edit and 
proofread independently to  
assess the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing, 
suggesting improvements. By examining authentic texts, 

children learn to use brackets 
dashes and commas for  
parenthesis and learn to use 
relative clauses to add detail 
to their writing.  


	Blank Page
	Writing Road Map and intent.pdf
	Blank Page




