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7th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I am writing to provide you with an update on the government’s latest response to COVID-

19, which you may have seen in the news last weekend. As we outlined in our 

correspondence before the holiday, we have been continuing to monitor and support our 

schools in light of the emergence of the Omicron variant. There is no doubt that this 

presented us with significant challenges towards the end of last term and we suspect that 

this will continue to be the case for the next few months. We are, however, resolute in the 

fact that we will do all we can to ensure that our pupils/students continue to access high 

quality educational provision throughout the forthcoming term.   

Our plans are as follows: 

▪ ALL our schools are open for ALL year groups. It is our aim to be as ‘near normal’ as 

possible in all we do. This will, however, be reviewed for each school on a weekly 

basis with regards to COVID-19 needs and restrictions. 

▪ An updated Risk Assessment for COVID-19 has been completed and is published on 

the school’s website. The Headteachers of all our schools will write to you separately 

with contextual plans.  

▪ Lateral Flow Testing of all staff will continue to be a priority. Staff across the Trust 

have been encouraged to take one self-test at home either the evening or morning 

before they return in January, then continue to test twice weekly at home.  

▪ We have asked that secondary school students undertake lateral flow tests either 

on-site or at home, on return to school. This will help to boost testing participation 

and reduce transmission after a period of social mixing during the holidays. Students 

will then be strongly encouraged to continue testing twice weekly at home and to 

report all results to NHS Test and Trace and to their setting. 

▪ Students in our secondary settings will complete Lateral Flow Tests twice a week too.  

▪ We will follow the updated guidance on the use of face coverings in education 

settings. It is recommended that face coverings are worn for students from Year 7. 

The advice is short term only, to support pupils/students and teachers as they return 

to school this term and builds on the existing proportionate guidance that 

recommends face coverings for all adults in communal areas of all settings. The 

advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until Wednesday 26 January, 



when Plan B regulations are currently scheduled to expire, at which point it will be 

reviewed. 

We have also updated our Risk Assessment to include the following information on 

self-isolation:  

▪ Information on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test 

positive for COVID-19. 

▪ The 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for 

COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances unless they cannot test 

for any reason. 

▪ Individuals will now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. 

Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 

full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the 

self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to 

children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion.  

▪ If both these test results are negative, and individuals do not have a high 

temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result 

and return to their education setting from day 8. 

▪ Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10-day period 

of self-isolation.  

▪ Further information is available in the stay at home: guidance for households with 

possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 

 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19: 

 

▪ People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 

18 years 6 months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should 

take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as 

normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time. 

▪ Current requirements on remote education continue to remain in place. As students 

and pupils return to school, following the holiday period, the current requirements 

for remote education continue to remain in place. 

▪ We recognise that the high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with the 

availability of our staff.  

▪ We already know that several staff are absent from the 4th January because of 

COVID-19. Our shared priority, however, is to keep education settings open and 

children and young people continuing face-to-face education. Where workforce 

issues arise, we will aim to use existing teaching, temporary and support staff more 

flexibly where required to ensure our settings remain open or partially open, whilst 

ensuring that we continue to have appropriate support in place for pupils with SEND. 
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As pupils/students do not need to be kept in consistent groups, we will consider 

combining classes if this is appropriate and feasible.  

▪ Where there is a need for remote education, live streaming will be our preferred 

method for providing this wherever possible. We will aim to provide regular 

feedback and checking in with students and pupils. 

▪ It is very clear that the biggest challenge in the coming weeks will be staff absence. 

We will do everything in our power to ‘protect face to face learning’. However, we 

will need to be realistic about the scale of the challenge each school might face in 

this regard, and as such we will endeavour to make sensible decisions about what is 

in the best interest of pupils/students with ‘a flexible approach to learning’ where 

the problems relating to staff absences become particularly acute.  

▪ Please be reassured that we will do this on a ‘case by case’ basis. Our work on this 

issue will continue in the coming days and weeks and, as always, we will strive to 

keep you updated should there be any further developments with regards to COVID-

19.  

I hope that you have found this update useful. As always, I am conscious that you may have 

lots of questions, so please let me know if you do not think I have covered something that is 

worrying you.   

To prepare parents for this term, our Headteachers will have sent you further information 

on individual plans for each respective school. Please contact them if you need any support 

at all. It is important that you feel secure in your daughter/son’s return to school.  

In the meantime, I would like to use this opportunity to, once again, thank you for your 

continued and much valued support of South Downs Learning Trust. We shall, collectively, 

look forward to a safe and successful Spring term ahead of us.  

Warmest regards, 

 

Mr P Murphy 

Executive Headteacher 


