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                                       Friday 4th February 2022 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
General Information 
Covid19 
 
I would like to clarify some previous advice. Previously we had said we 
would authorise a child’s absence if a family member tested positive. 
What this means in reality is that if a parent tests positive and has no way 
of getting their child to school as they are isolating, we will authorize this 
absence.  
The current rates of absence due to Covid19 are around 30 to 35 children each day and an average of 12 
staff (teachers and support staff) absent every day. We are aware that the high use of supply staff is 
disruptive to your child’s learning. We are doing all we can to ensure as much stability for your child as 
possible. However, we are getting very close to the situation when we may have to close classes as if we 
don’t have enough qualified staff to supervise them, it becomes a health and safety matter. We will try to 
give you as much warning as we can but this may have to happen at short notice.  
 
The relaxation of the control measures (bubbles) will not take place before half term. We are looking to go 
back to normal on our return on 21st February, numbers and infection rates allowing….fingers crossed! I will 
detail the relaxation measure next week……if we can go ahead. 
 
Parent council 
 
The parent council meeting will be held on Thursday 10th February at 9.15am. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
World Book Day Thursday 3rd March. 
 
It's nearly that time of year to dust off your Harry Potter wand, iron your Where's Wally T-shirt and air out 
your Gruffalo onesie. It's World Book Day! This year it falls on 3rd March 2022, so still plenty of time to get 

your costumes prepared. 
 
This year we would like children (and grown-ups) to dress up as any literary figure they 
like. Please remember that you can go for a generic costume, like Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
random footballer, animal onesie or mummy (bandages and safety pins). My preference 
was always Peter Pan (green t-shirt, hand-made paper hat - job done!). Or you could 
really go for it with an extravagant, hand-welded, medieval knight costume with 
genuine, flamingo feather plume. It is up to you!  
 

We look forward to seeing your creative costumes!  
 
 
 
 



Reading and library…. 
 
As a school we would like to encourage children to share their views on great 
books they have read. I have also attached to this email a format for a book review 
that we would like as many children as possible to complete. This is a competition 
to be run in all year groups. The review will need to be completed as described on 
the sheet and  handed into to Mr Reynard by Wednesday 9th February at the latest.  
There will be book tokens or vouchers worth £25 for a winner, one in each year 
group.  
In the meantime, please continue to read to your child every day.  
If you have any second-hand or unwanted books that we could use in school we are always grateful for 
donations. Thank you. 
 

MOKI 
 
We are really excited to tell you that we have purchased 210 Moki fitness 
trackers with our sport premium funding which we aim to use across the whole 
school. 
What are they? 

Moki is the first physical activity tracker designed for schools. Simple, robust and 
cost-effective, Moki Bands count a child’s steps and record the intensity of 
movement. They are a fun and easy way to get children engaged with physical 
activity at school. In addition, schools can have sight of valuable data to show just 
how active their students are and make better decisions to effectively develop and 
deliver an active curriculum for children.  
What’s more Moki is one of the only wearable activity trackers to report both steps and MVPA (moderate to 
vigorous physical activity) minutes. With UK government guidelines recommending children do at least 30 
minutes of MVPA in school every day, Moki provides a way to know whether that is being achieved.  

 
Won’t this marginalize ‘less sporty’ children?  
Unlike most other wearable movement trackers Moki bands don’t have a screen 
on them so don’t display any information. Real-time feedback has the potential 
to be a distraction and can actually be counter productive. Instead all progress is 
recorded in the Moki app where the teacher can control how the information is 
relayed back to the pupil or class. There is an option in the app that allows the 

individual totals to be masked if the teacher’s preference is to focus on the progress of a group rather than 
the individuals.  
 
Who will use them? 
We will trial using them with one year group to start with. Each morning the child will put the tracker on and 
wear it throughout the day. At the end of the day they swipe the watch against the reader and take the 
watch off. They will not be bringing the watch home.  
Eventually, each year group will get to use them for a term before moving on to another year group. We aim 
to set some challenges between the classes—which class can move the most in a day?  
 
We hope the children enjoy using them and will benefit from the challenges we set to enhance physical 
activity in school.  
 
Miss Lansley and Ms Rolf—P.E Subject Leaders  
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Example of the data we obtain from one class in a day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are we about to be invaded by Romans? 
There seems to be a build-up of Roman centurions in the green and 
purple bubbles, are we about to be invaded?  
Many, many, Roman shields have been spotted in the green and purple 
bubbles! It appears that a legion of Roman soldiers are collecting in 
Year 3!  
Watch this space!!! 
 
Upcoming events 

Year 3 Year 4 

 11th March - Roman dress up day 

 24th March - planting seeds and gardening day 

 28th & 29th March - Trip to Wakehurst Place 

10th Feb - Viking singing to parents on Playground 

Year 5 Year 6 

26th Jan - Virtual reality workshop 
9th Feb - Herstmonceux Science Centre trip 

31st Jan – Maths mock SATs   
28th March – Newhaven Fort – 6RH, 6Q, 6V 
30th March – Newhaven Fort – 6FH, 6Lo, 6La 

 
Have a great weekend.  
Best wishes,  

Jon R 
Mr J Reynard 
Headteacher 


