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2nd March 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I trust this letter finds you well.  

 

As a community, we are of course aware of the highly concerning ongoing situation in 

Ukraine. I am writing to you today to outline the school’s response at present. 

 

One of the lessons we learned from the pandemic is that the pupils were unsettled by the fact 

that we could not give them certainty about when school would open, what events would 

take place and so on. The bald truth of the matter regarding Ukraine is that we do not know 

what is going to happen next - to claim otherwise would be insincere.  

 

With that in mind, we continue to be mindful of those in our community who we know are 

directly linked to the conflict, whilst also trying to respond to questions in the classroom 

sensitively. We spend a great deal of time talking about the situation and reassuring children 

in school as they naturally don't pick up clear children centred info from the news, gossip etc. 

These conversations have been formed from various resources that we have received whilst 

we have also consistently emphasised the importance of watching and reading the news 

whilst scrutinising the origins of the news we receive. To help with this, please refer to the 

attached document. 

 

Please find below various resources that you might find useful as prompts to kitchen table 

discussions: 

 Supporting your child if they see upsetting content online about what is happening in 

Ukraine (Childnet): Supporting your child if they see upsetting content online about 

what is happening in Ukraine | Childnet 

 We should not hide from children what is happening in Ukraine (Schools 

Week/Children's Commissioner): We should not hide from children what is happening 

in Ukraine (schoolsweek.co.uk) 

 How to talk to children about what’s happening in Ukraine and World War Three 

anxiety (Metro): We should not hide from children what is happening in Ukraine 

(schoolsweek.co.uk) 

 Help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 

how to help them avoid misinformation (Department for Education):Help for teachers 

https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/


and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and how to help them 

avoid misinformation. - The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk) 

 

Information produced previously about war and international violence: 

 How and when to talk to children about war, according to a parenting expert 

(Independent):How and when to talk to children about war, according to a parenting 

expert | The Independent 

 How to cope with traumatic news - an illustrated guide (ABC News, Australia): How to 

cope with traumatic news - an illustrated guide - ABC News (Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation) 

 Talking with Children About War and Violence in the World (Family Education, 

US):Talking with children about war: Pointers for parents - FamilyEducation 

 Tips for parents and caregivers on media coverage of traumatic events (The National 

Child Traumatic Stress Network, US): Tips for Parents and Caregivers on Media 

Coverage of Traumatic Events | The National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

(nctsn.org) 

 

Mr Simon Hyde, General Secretary of the HMC, wrote to schools and laudably said, “So, what 

are the messages we should be sharing in school? The first is that freedom is not free. It comes 

at a cost and that cost is paid by ordinary people whether they be the Ukrainian patriot on the 

battlefield, the Russian protestor on the street or the European citizen fearing higher prices 

and heavier taxes. The second is the dictum most often attributed to Edmund Burke; that the 

only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do nothing. And the third is 

that we should never take our own good fortune for granted. If Covid taught us anything, it is 

that”. 

 

None of this is easy and, in such situations, there is the potential for individual pupils to find 

events particularly distressing. If that is the case for your child, please do not hesitate to get 

in touch with their tutor or any staff in the Trust so that the relevant information can be 

shared in a suitably sensitive fashion. 

 

We will, of course, continue to monitor the situation and our approach moving forward. All 

those affected are in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Mr P Murphy 

Executive Headteacher  
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/illustrated-guide-coping-traumatic-news/5985104?nw=0&r=HtmlFragment
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https://www.familyeducation.com/life/wars/talking-children-about-war-violence-world
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/tips-parents-and-caregivers-media-coverage-traumatic-events
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/tips-parents-and-caregivers-media-coverage-traumatic-events
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