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Dear Parents/Carers,

As ever, I hope this Headteacher’s Bulletin finds you all keeping well and managing to keep cool in this very

warm weather.

Firstly, I wanted to announce our newly appointed ‘Ocklynge Junior School Motto’ ready for September. This

being: “Achieve, Believe & Succeed”.

At the start of this term, the staff and I came together and discussed how we could utilise a school motto and

tagline, and how this might be beneficial in terms of school message and continued encouragement to succeed

within the children’s education.

We shall utilise our new motto by way of continuous encouragement to the children, to be reenforced by all of

the staff here as a tool to further motivate pupils in ever day conversation and learning projects across the

year groups. Please do feel free to further embed this at home and explain this to your children, ready for

September.
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By way of Ofsted and our continued plan for improvement, I am delighted to update you with our progress as follows:-

1. The implementation and continued focus on our phonics programme (Read, Write, Inc) has already demonstrated
huge impact on pupil progress this term which has been great to see, and I am confident will continue strongly into
the new academic year. I can confirm that all our Year 3 pupils will be screened on entry in September, and targeted
groups will be organised and followed up by the Year 3 Team. Staff have had a full briefing in this regard and have a
clear action plan ready for the start of the new academic year. Again, this will continue throughout Term 1 and
beyond, building upon the already strong foundation and progress we’re making within literacy at school.

2. Our Senior Leaders will focus on ‘Stretch and Challenge’ within the classroom, to ensure all pupils are making
demonstrable progress and are further supported where needed.

3. Our ‘35-Day Improvement Plan’ has now been completed and the school will move on to the next phase of
development, which continues to be linked to the Ofsted areas for improvement. We have been very fortunate to
have received support from external primary advisers, experts within their field, who have helped demonstrably in
our progress. A huge thanks to them.

4. Ratton Academy Trust’s core subject leaders will be supporting our teachers to further enhance and progress their
own subject knowledge.

I shall continue to work with staff into the new academic year and shall, of course, ensure you’re further updated as we move

through our Improvement Plan.
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We are so fortunate to have plenty of shady areas within school.

Please rest assured that we shall continue to ask the children to wear their sunhats outdoors and encourage

them to drink plenty of water throughout the day. Due to the continued hot weather this week, we shall

continue to:

• Limit games on the field at playtime or lunchtime and there will also be no further PE sessions.

• The theatre will remain open at break times. Pupils will be allowed outside, but only under shaded

areas with staff supervision.

• Please ensure that your children have additional water with them, hats, sun cream applied before

getting to school and that any additional inhalers that you feel your child may need, are brought into

the Reception/Office.
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We had another busy week last week. Our #TeamYear5 pupils got to enjoy their trip to the ‘Railway Land’

project, and I hear they had a great time. Mrs Linzey, Head of Year 5, reported that:-

“As part of their Geography curriculum, Year 5 visited the Railway Land project in Lewes. They took part in a range of
activities including river investigations, finding out about lots of vocabulary linked to rivers, as well as taking part in a habitat
activity. Even though it was really hot, the children had a great time and learnt a lot about the local environment!”

Last Thursday we welcomed parents/carers to come into school and look at the work the children had done

throughout the year. We enjoyed having you all here and I was proud and impressed by the children’s work and

efforts - as I’m sure you were too. We hope you enjoyed the opportunity to look at your child(ren)’s next

classroom(s) and I know that all the teachers across the school are looking forward to welcoming their new

classes back in September.

Last week also saw #TeamYear3 pupils host their very own ‘Nature Fair’. A hugely successful and well attended

event, where Year 3 pupils invited parents/carers and other pupils to attend and purchase items which the

children had made. A plethora of ‘nature themed’ items were made including herbs (grown in our school

allotment!), poem books written by the children, healthy recipes that the children had illustrated and written

incorporating the herbs they had grown, dried flower posies and lots lots more! A big well done to #TeamYear3

for putting on such a wonderful display and for bringing their learning this term to life and sharing with us all.
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Last Friday saw #TeamYear6’s leavers party, a chance for the year group to come together and celebrate all

they have achieved whilst learning with us here at Ocklynge Junior School. The children had a great time

having the opportunity to let their hair down and have some well-deserved fun!

With celebrations in mind, this coming week sees their much-anticipated Year 6 Leavers Production; something

the children have been working so hard on over the course of the last few weeks. Myself, staff and other

pupils are very much looking forward to seeing the production - we know you’re all in for a real treat!

As we celebrate their final few days with us here at #TeamOcklynge, we know that they’re all moving on in

their educational journeys with a firm foundation behind them into secondary school. Myself and all the staff

here at Ocklynge, wish them the very best for their futures (immediate and beyond!) and we hope to see them

again in the future.

Just a gentle reminder to our parents/carers - we would like to remind you that, due to severe allergies, we

request you DO NOT put any salad peppers in your child’s lunch boxes. This is really important, and we

appreciate your cooperation.



Finally, we are delighted to inform you that Paul Reilly will be joining

Ocklynge School as Headteacher for 1 year from September.

Paul has vast experience in the primary school sector. He first became

a Headteacher in 2005 and has been an Executive Headteacher of a

primary academy and then an all-through school for pupils aged 4-16.

He was Director of Education for the Aurora Academies Trust until

February 2022, and since then has been helping the local authority to

improve two primary schools in East Sussex.

Trustees were determined to find an experienced primary school

expert to move Ocklynge forward, and we are confident this will now

happen in a quick but sustainable manner.

Paul will be working with me, staff, parents/carers, stakeholders,

trustees, governors and of course our fantastic children to take

Ocklynge forward. He looks forward to meeting everyone in the new

school year.
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Finally, a pupil shout-out. This is Aiden (6Lo), proudly showing

his trophy presented to him from Sovereign Saints Football

Club.

Aiden has been playing with the club for one year and was

presented with his trophy for their ‘most improved player’.

When asked about his achievement, Aiden said:-

“I felt really happy when I won, as I always wanted to win

something for the club’.

Well, now you have Aiden - well done! We’re very proud of you

here at #TeamOcklynge
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19, 20th July 2022 : Year 6 Production

Tuesday 19th July – 6FH, 6L and 6V

Wednesday 20th July – 6Q, 6Lo and 6RH.

20th July 2022 : Second-hand uniform sale after school.

21st July 2022 : Last Day of Term, usual closure time (clubs will run as normal also).

5th September 2022 : First Day of Next Academic Year.

Premier Breakfast/After School Clubs, booking available throughout Summer break on, either 01953

499040 or www.premier-education.com
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With the end of the year upon us, please note that our school office will be closed throughout the holidays and, 
therefore, emails may not be monitored.  However, Premier Breakfast & After School Club bookings will be 

available to book throughout the Summer break in readiness for W/C 5th September. 

Why not encourage your child(ren) to get involved with East Sussex Libraries ‘Reading Challenge’ this Summer 
break.  Grove Road Library is encouraging children to read up to 6 books in 6 weeks and will be awarding prizes for 
each book finished.  Please do make the most of this if you can, it’s a brilliant way to encourage children to read 

throughout the holidays! 

We are also sending home details of the ‘Doodle Challenge’, which include a Maths and English Challenge. Do keep 
a look out for this on Edulink, as this is another great activity for the children to take part in over Summer.  Also,
we will be sending out (through Edulink) our ‘Online Safety’ and ‘Safeguarding’ newsletters, which contain useful 

information and resources for your reference.  

We are pleased to let you know that the newly formed PTA has successfully registered as a charity - Friends of 
Ocklynge No: 1199693. Thank you for all your support so far and we look forward to having some PTA events in the 

next academic term.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks to our previous PTA team, specifically Jane 
McMahon and Anne Duggins, also all the volunteers for their hard work and support of the school over many years 
during which they raised a lot of money for the school and were able to support our hugely popular Forest School 

project, as well as many other things. A huge ‘Thank You’ to you all.

On behalf of us all here at #TeamOcklynge, I’d like to extend my thanks to you all for your ongoing support.  

We have enjoyed seeing you all over the course of this year, attending school events, volunteering in and out of 
school and when dropping off/collecting the children.  We’ve had a busy and challenging year, but I am confident 

that we shall be going forward with Mr Reilly in a positive, further improved and exciting way, ready to further 
improve the experience for all our children (and our families) here at Ocklynge.  In the meantime, have a safe and 

enjoyable Summer break.   We look forward to welcoming the children back, ready to : 
‘Believe, Achieve & Succeed’.  

Mr Murphy
Executive Headteacher
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